
Assignment: D.C. In Ruins 
 

Instructions: Visit the website: dcinruins.wordpress.com On the right side of the 
screen you will see a menu with the heading “DC Sites.” 
 
Begin by reading the article titled: “Urban Exploration as History.” 
 
Then, selecting from that menu, you must read the following seven articles titled:  

1. Forest Glen Seminary 
2. Forest Haven Mental Health Center 
3. Klingle Road 
4. McMillan Sand Filtration Site 
5. Ontario Theater 
6. New York Avenue 
7. United Brick Corporation 

 
Once you’ve read all seven articles, pick any ONE article and think about the following 
questions as you write your two page double-spaced reflection paper. Your paper should 
be a proper essay where you make an argument, don’t just summarize the article you read 
or present a series of answers to the questions below. The purpose of this assignment is to 
have you reflect on what you’ve learned this term and think deeply about how different 
social forces through history have driven changes in the United States, culturally, 
socially, and economically.  
 
(You don’t have to explicitly answer all of the questions below, they’re meant more to 
guide your thinking.)  
 
Questions to think about: 
 
● Tell me about the history of this “ruin.” What was its original purpose?  
● What historical forces acted upon this site to make it a “ruin” today?  
● What types of social forces do you see at work to try to restore this site, change its 

purpose, or keep as is? What groups are fighting for these changes? (Private 
citizens or corporations?) 

● Based on what you’ve learned so far in this course, does what happened to the site 
you’re writing about remind you of any other instances in American history? 
Make the connection to something we’ve learned in this course. 

● Do you think what happened to this site are a positive or a negative development? 
● Does this urban explorer expose any of the “silences” that might be inherent in the 

history of these ruins? 


